LMSAPlus-NE Chapter Constitution Template 
Article I Name 
Section 1 
The name of the organization shall be [CHAPTER NAME]. (Include any pertinent background history of the organization had been previously known by other names/titles) 
Article II Purpose 
Section 1 
The purpose of [CHAPTER NAME] is to acknowledge the health needs of the Latino community, as well as to promote the interests and support of those undergraduate premedical students who identify themselves as Latino students of [SCHOOL NAME] through social, cultural, educational, political and other activities. 
Article III Objectives 
Immediate 
1. Encouraging Latinos who exhibit the potential to benefit their community to enter the health professions programs. 
2. Retaining our members commitment in the health professions programs by supporting academic and social support activities and by fostering close ties among members. 
3. Educating ourselves in areas of concern to our communities which may not be part of the school’s curricula, such as preventive and community medicine, politics of health care systems, mechanics of urban city primary care, and family practice. 
4. Orientation of our members towards actively accepting our principles of unity and aims of our organization. 
5. Community involvement for the purpose of strengthening working relationships with community groups and the overall aim of benefiting the community. 6. Support and encourage prospective health professions school applicants throughout the admissions process. 
6. Writing and circulating our ideas and fostering the refinement and development of research skills among our members. 
7. Sensitizing and educating our undergraduate community to the specific needs and differences of the Latino regarding health and human well being. 
Long Term 
1. Increasing the number of Latino health care providers. 
2. Advocating the rights of Latino patients. 
3. Participating in the planning and implementation of research activities designed to identify the health care needs of our community. 
4. Networking with other organizations to achieve common objectives. 
Article IV Relation to other organizations 
Section 1 
[CHAPTER NAME] shall be a recognized student organization of [SCHOOL NAME]. 
Section 2 
[CHAPTER NAME] shall be a recognized chapter of Latino Medical Students Association (LMSA). Any student of [SCHOOL NAME] may apply through [CHAPTER NAME] to be a member of LMSA in accordance with the rules and regulations of LMSA. 
Section 3 
[CHAPTER NAME] shall be a recognized chapter of the [Insert other affiliate, if any.] (Ex: Student National Medical Association (SNMA)). Any student of [SCHOOL NAME] may apply through [CHAPTER NAME] to be a member of the [OTHER AFFILIATE], in accordance with the existing regulations of that organization. 
Article V Meetings 
Section 1 
A business meeting shall be held when necessary and announced at least one week prior to the scheduled meeting date to all members of [CHAPTER NAME]. Meetings shall include reports from the officers and committees in addition to scheduled agenda items. Meetings will be chaired by the Vice President in the absence of the President and by the Secretary in the absences of the President and Vice President. 
Section 2 
An Executive Committee meeting shall be held when necessary and announced at least one week prior to the scheduled meeting date to all members of the Executive Committee. Reports of the meeting of the Executive Committee shall be included in bimonthly reports of the secretary and in the report of the President at the regular business meeting. 
Section 3 
Official meetings shall be those at which a quorum is present, where a quorum is defined as not less than one third of the membership of [CHAPTER NAME]. The official business of [CHAPTER NAME] can be conducted only at official meetings. 
Article VI Election and Duties of Officers 
Section 1 
The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers of the organization. The President shall preside over the Executive Committee. 
Section 2 
The general body of [CHAPTER NAME] will be asked to submit nominations to the Executive Committee at least one week prior to an election. Candidates may nominate themselves for election. All nominations must be seconded by a member of the general body and accepted by the nominee for the nominee to be placed on the ballot. Nominees may submit a statement and/or speech in support of their candidacy. Elections will be valid when at least a quorum participates. The winner will be the candidate who wins the majority of votes or, if unopposed, garners at least a quorum of votes. In the event of a tie, the general body will repeat the voting process for the tied candidates until one candidate receives the majority vote. 
Section 3 
The President/Chair shall be the senior elected officer of [CHAPTER NAME]. The president shall function to uphold the bylaws of [CHAPTER NAME], to act as the official representative of [CHAPTER NAME], to be responsible for relations with other organizations, to be responsible for all communication bearing [CHAPTER NAME]’s name and to coordinate and chair the meetings of the general membership and the Executive Committee. 
Section 4 
The Vice President shall function in place of the President in the President’s absence. The Vice President shall serve as default chair of all chapter committees lacking an appointed or elected chair. The Vice President shall coordinate specific programs and activities as assigned by the President. 
Section 5 
The Secretary shall be responsible for all [CHAPTER NAME] correspondence; the dissemination of newsletters, agendas and other material related to the activities of [CHAPTER NAME] and its meetings; the minutes of all [CHAPTER NAME] meetings of the membership and the Executive Committee; and the maintenance of the records of [CHAPTER NAME]. 
Section 6 
The Treasurer shall maintain the treasury including deposits and withdrawals and shall provide regular financial reports at meetings. The Treasurer shall collect dues and coordinate fundraising activities. 
Section 7 
In the event that an elected officer is no longer able to fulfill the duties of the office, those duties shall be carried out by the President until a new election can be held. No office shall remain vacant for a period longer than two months. 
Article VII Committees 
Section 1 
The [COMMITTEE NAME] shall act to [describe committee duties]. [Describe process for selection of chair and members. i.e. election, appointment, etc.] [Suggestions for possible committees: Preclinical Review, Recruitment, Events, Community Service, Fundraising etc] 
Article VIII Amendments 
Section 1 
The bylaws shall be amended by the affirmative vote of two thirds of the members at an official meeting of the members. The proposed amendments shall have been circulated by the Executive Committee to all members at least one month prior to the meeting at which the amendments are to be voted upon. 
Section 2 
The Executive Committee shall be responsible for the identification, review and drafting of all proposed amendments to the bylaws. 
Section 3 
The bylaws may be revised as deemed necessary by the Executive Committee. Approval of the revised bylaws must be granted by the same process as amendments detailed in Article VIII Section 1 of this document.
